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A Message to New Entrants to 
the Teaching Profession 


These words are addressed, in particular, to you who are 
on the threshold of what we hope will prove to be a career rich in 
interest and experience, affording ample scope for the exercise of 
the variety of talents with which you find yourselves endowed. 
We offer you all our best wishes for happiness and success in the 
years ahead. 

Those of us who can look back over a long period of years 
spent in the work of education realise that we are welcoming you 
into a profession where the conditions are not all that we would 
wish. We know that large classes, unsatisfactory buildings, lack 
of equipment, may hamper you in your work, and we realise that 
you may be expected to undertake ‘many tasks outside the 
ordinary work of teaching. 

It is to the credit of the National Union of Women Teachers 
that it has worked unremittingly through the difficult war years 
to preserve standards of education and to remind those in authority 
that it was the duty of all concerned with this service to remember 
that the educational interests of the children were of paramount 
importance. 

Many of you, however, will be fortunate enough to work in 
schools where conditions are such that it will be a joy to try to 
put into practice the principles of education that you have imbibed 
during your period of training and to you it will be comparatively 
easy to maintain the high ideals that animate the majority of 
teachers at the outset of their career. .Some of you, on the other 
hand, may find that the attitude to education during the war, 
and the difficulties that have beset teachers in their work, have 
given your colleagues a feeling of frustration which they find 
difficult to overcome. 

We feel sure, however, that, whatever the circumstances, the 
freshness of outlook that youth can bring to the work will prove 
to be a great help in reviving that inspiration and sense of adven- 
ture without which the work of teaching becomes a mere burden. 
We are confident, too, that wherever you may meet members of 
the National Union of Women Teachers, a warm welcome will be 
extended to you, and you will experience that sense of comradeship 
which will do so much to help smooth out many of the difficulties 
you may meet at the outset of your career. 

Those who have had the pleasure and privilege on many 
occasions of speaking to students in training about the aims and 
aspirations of the National Union of Women Teachers, know 
from experience the interest that is taken in the message that this 
Union has to give you. Even with time and thought so much 
occupied with impending examinations, school practice and other 
matters of immediate concern, many students have shown a 
surprising knowledge of the problems of the teaching profession 
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and a deep interest in what is known as the ‘‘ woman’s 
movement.”’ 

What is true of the young students taking the ordinary 
course of training is even more so of the students taking the 
emergency training course. Most of you have had opportunities 
of knowing something beforehand of the world beyond home, 
school and college life and are in a position to appreciate more 
easily the truth of the N.U.W.T. contention that women must be 
allowed to play their full part in shaping the world of to-morrow 
if that world is to be worth living in. 

The National Union of Women Teachers was founded in 
order to provide a medium through which women teachers could 
express their claim to equal pay and equal opportunities in ‘the 
teaching service, and it has worked ceaselessly to arouse in women 
a greater sense of their personal responsibility for professional, 
local and national policy. The continued existence of scales of 
salary which give women 80 per cent of the rates paid to men 
teachers and which make it possible for headmistresses to receive 
lower salaries than assistant masters working on their staff; the 
move to deprive women of the opportunity to become heads of 
mixed schools, prove the need for thoughtful women teachers to 
organise in a union of their own. 

The National Union of Women Teachers is proud of the part 
it has played, not only in attempting to maintain standards of 
education, so grievously menaced during the war, but in helping 
to shape present educational policy. The many statements and 
pamphlets dealing with different stages of educational develop- 
ment; and meetings and conferences held to discuss educational 
policy, are a testimony to the importance which the Union attaches 
to the question of the establishment of a sound education system. 
Young women teachers will find an avenue of approach to the 
educational problems of the day through a study of N.U.W.T. 
publications and through participation in discussion of these 
subjects with N.U.W.T. members. 

It is often maintained that the responsibility for shaping the 
future rests with the young people of to-day ; but no one generation 
should be expected to shoulder a responsibility that rightly belongs 
to us all. It is true, nevertheless, that there are in the schools 
to-day, the children who to-morrow will become the leaders. A | 
new world order is needed, but it must be constructed on a 
society based on real freedom—freedom both of mind and spirit 
for the individual, whether man or woman. It is only by a liberal 
system of education that the rising generation can be helped to an 
understanding of the true meaning of freedom. The National 
Union of Women Teachers is playing an essential part in helping 
to establish this new world order by demanding the provision of 
the best possible educational facilities, with equal opportunities 
for boys and girls; and by continuing to work for the full 
emancipation of women. 

We invite you all to join with us in working to achieve 
these aims. 


For further particulars of the National Union of Women 
Teachers, apply to The General Secretary, 4] Cromwell Road, 
London, S.W.7. 


